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SPOTLIGHT: JOSHUA BROWN

Josh - our first staff spotlight - works as Project
Coordinator in KSU’s Office of Institutional Effectiveness.
He attended both Georgia Tech and Kennesaw State.
While at KSU, he helped create and served as President for
both the First-Gen Owls (FGO) and Student Philanthropy
Council (SPC) student organizations.

LESSONS LEARNED

ON GOING TO COLLEGE

“Essentially, I chose to go to college because I saw it as
one of only two real options to get out into the world and
actually try to make something of myself. I always wanted
to go to college growing up, and so when the opportunities
came about to go and I was able to find a way to support
doing so financially, I knew I had take advantage and see
what it was like.”

“I wish I knew that it was okay to reach out to help. I was
always accustomed to more of a ‘do it yourself’ type of
environment, so if I ever wanted to figure something out it
was usually just easier to do so myself. So I got used that
in a sense. I wish I knew that there were plenty of other
options for people to talk to and to help me figure out
what resources were out there for me.”

KSU Resource Guide

Financial Aid FAQ

EXPERIENCES

What has been your experience as a first-gen college student?
“The biggest experience was basically just not knowing a lot of things. I didn’t know where or what the Registrar’s office was,
I didn’t know what financial aid was, I didn’t know that that add/drop even existed -- so essentially I was stuck taking a load of
classes that I couldn’t handle at the time and weren’t prepared for. At the time, I didn’t have help from my advisor at all, and even
if I needed help I couldn’t have begun to know what questions to ask. It was one of those things where I didn’t know what I didn’t
know, so how could I even ask? I was failing a class and I didn’t know withdrawing was even an option. That might have saved my
grade a little. The unique thing about being a first-generation college student is that lack of help from home with regards to how
to maneuver college. By the time I had gotten comfortable around professors and people on campus the damage had already
been done, and so essentially I had to learn by failing repeatedly until I could fully comprehend how college worked. Or at least
understand it well enough! All in all, my first-gen experience was truly eye-opening.”
What have been some of your most memorable moments?
“Funny enough my most memorable experience was definitely failing out of Tech the first time. It was the end of my sophomore
year and I was getting overwhelmed with not knowing how to do things and not doing them as well as I would have liked or was
used to. Also, I had so much on my plate: I was taking 15+ credit hours those first few semesters, working 40 hours a week at two
part-time jobs and side opportunties, then putting in about hours upon hours for extracurriculars that were more meaningful to
me. And then you’re right in the middle of Atlanta so you wanna have fun as well, which didn’t help. Essentially, going to class didn’t
make me feel motivated, and this came from being overwhelmed by how much I didn’t know anything, so I would skip class to
sleep or work or do other things that actually seemed valuable to me. That, of course, didn’t last forever, but getting that dismissal
notice was a good wake-up call that forced me to at least take the initial steps to evaluate what was truly important to me. The
process definitely didn’t cure everything, but it made me realize how many people are out there to help and that I didn’t actually
have to go through it all alone.”

ADVICE

ADDITIONAL REMARKS

“Ask for help! There are many resources out there.
Also, get out and get involved in whatever way you can. I
understand that you probably have to work and you’re
probably spending time trying to familiarize yourself
with your college environment, but definitely get out
there. Work whatever time you can into whatever club
or organization you find interest in because the more
time you put into it the more benefits you get out of
it. Use your involvement to make connections and take
full advantage of your college experience! Don’t get
discouraged -- find those people that will be there to help.
There are plenty of them out there!”

“Join something! Develop yourself personally and
professionally by getting involved and learning more
about both organizations around campus and professional
development resources. Don’t wait until your degree
program finally teaches you about these things -- if at all
. . . take the initiative and give yourself an edge. And give
back to whatever c ommunity you’re a part of! Whether
you realize it or not, we’re really not in this alone, and
whether it’s time or money, every little bit you invest into
your community multiplies down the line and makes our
experience that much better. Join SPC or help out in
whatever way you can!”
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Join FGO
Join SPC
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